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Hello Readers, 

Welcome to our  

first issue for the    

2017-2018 school year. 

Happy Holidays! 

Meet Coach 
Peluso 

By Jamie Lane 

 Robert Graves School 
has a new coach and her 
name is Coach Peluso.  
Coach Peluso is a gym 
teacher who decided to be a 
coach when she graduated 
college.  Before she came to 
Robert Graves, she worked 
in the Arlington District.  

 Coach Peluso went to 
SUNY Cortland College to 
become a coach.  Her 
favorite sports team is the 
NY Mets.  Her hobbies are 
running, watching movies 
and hanging out with her 
friends.  Coach Peluso is 
happy to be at Robert Graves 
and is looking forward to a 
great year! 

   
 By Sean Henn 

 
 This year the fourth grade and Mrs. Killian's class took a 
field trip to the FASNY firefighting museum on November 
21st.  The classes learned about different fire engines, the history 
of firefighting and how to prevent house fires.  First, students 
were brought to a chemistry station where we learned the three 
elements of fire which are heat, fuel and oxygen. We also learned 
about chemical reactions and that when you make a chemical   
reaction you can never get your original items back.  Then, we 
were brought to a hands-on station where we could climb on 
some fire trucks and look around or pretend we were driving on 
the fire trucks.  Next, students were brought to another part of the 
museum where we were taught about the history of firefighting 
and how it changed over time.  We learned about how fire jackets 
have changed and how fire fighting itself changed.  Also, we got 
to walk around a part of the museum and take notes.  Then,    
everyone moved down to the other part of the museum and took 
more notes on other fire engines. Last, we went down to the gift 
shop and looked around there.  That was what the fourth grade 
and Mrs. Killian's class did in the FASNY museum.  
 Mrs. Nageli gave some thoughts about the trip.  She said, 
"My favorite part was when the students were able to walk 
around looking at the exhibits and taking notes; they were 
great."  According to Mrs. Nageli, the purpose of this trip was to 
learn more about New York history, to learn about Peter         
Stuyvesant who made the first fire rules in New York and Ben 
Franklin who created the first fire department.  Also, it was to 
learn about great artifacts from colonial times.  This museum is 
the largest fire fighting museum in the United States.  It is         
located in Hudson, New York.  Mrs. Nageli said, "The docents 
were really nice and knowledgeable.  I especially liked the  
chemistry station. It made learning fun."  She also said, "I believe 
learning experiences are important to education; everyone learns 

Fourth Grade Field Trip to FASNY 



P A G E  2  MUSIC NOTES 
Robert Graves Band  By Ella Morano  
 
 Ms. Ghee is the band teacher at Robert 
Graves. She has been teaching band at Robert 
Graves for two and a half years. Her favorite 
instrument is the clarinet.  
 There are eight instruments in the band. 
These instruments are the clarinet, flute, 
trumpet, trombone, baritone horn, saxophone, 
drums and the French horn.  Mrs. Ghee says 
that the clarinet and the flute are the most 
popular instruments chosen every year.  
 I think you should consider playing an 
instrument in fourth grade.  Ms. Ghee is the 
best band teacher! 
   
RGS Holiday Concert By Nathan Allen  

 On December 7th, we had a winter 
concert featuring our 4th grade chorus group. 
Mrs. Lerner taught the students some songs 
that are holiday themed. This chorus group 
practiced every D-day since the first week of 
October. The concert was held in the RGS 
cafeteria at 6:30 PM for the parents. The 
chorus performed because they wanted to 
spread holiday cheer. They wanted to say 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!   

KALP   By Claire McFarland 
  

 The KALP Explorations program in 
Mrs. Nageli`s classroom is really fun. About 
15 third and fourth-grade students are in this 
KALP program. It is usually held on 
Thursdays throughout the school year. At the 
first meeting we took a test to find out our 
interests. From that information we will be 
making a project. Some students will be 
designing a travel brochure, others are 
making a board game and I am making a 

 Husky Paws  By Anna McGahan 
  

 Have you ever wondered how to earn a 
Husky Paw?  Well everyone at RGS can earn a 
Husky paw!  A Husky Paw is something you 
or a class can get awarded with.  You can get 
Husky Paws on a bus or in school.  You can 
earn a Husky Paw when you are respectful,  
responsible and ready to learn.  Keep getting 
those Husky Paws! 

 

Teacher of the Month By Teya Foss-Sellitti
  

 For the school newspaper, I interviewed 
Mrs. Ford.  Mrs. Ford is one of our new           
teachers so I asked her some questions. She  
became a teacher because the teachers          
always helped her when she was a student and 
she wanted to help other students.  The best 
part of her school day is when the students 
walk in the classroom in the morning.  Her      
favorite grade to teach is first grade.  Welcome 
to RGS Mrs. Ford! 

 

Hat and Mitten Drive 

By Sara Jankowski and Reilly Reynolds 

 During the month of November, the  
students at RGS worked to donate as many 
hats and mittens to our local Reformed Church 
in Port Ewen. The church will donate the hats 
and mittens to people in need.  All donations 
were due on December 1, 2017. 

 The class with the most donations will 
win a special prize. So Mrs. Dippel and Mrs. 
Jacob’s class even 
challenged each 
other.    Besides 
earning a prize, 
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Dallas Cowboys    By Travis Fryling 
 The Dallas Cowboys are an average team in the NFL 
right now. They have a 40% chance of making it to the Super 
Bowl. They have some rising stars on the team.  The stars are 
Jason Witten playing tight end, Dez Bryant playing wide 
receiver, Dak Prescott playing Quarterback and Ezekiel 
Elliot playing running back.  

 In order for the Cowboys to make it to the Super 
Bowl, they have to win at least 3 more games.  If the 
Cowboys make it to the Super Bowl, they have a good 
chance of playing the Patriots, Steelers, Jaguars or the 
Chiefs.  That is the Cowboys standings and what they have to 
do to make it to the Super Bowl. 

NY Giants     By Bradyn Parise 
 Do you think the NY Giants can make it to the Super 
Bowl?  Let’s look at the current standings.  A few weeks ago, 
the Giants had a devastating loss against the Washington 
Redskins. The Giants played the Dallas Cowboys who lost to 
the LA Chargers.  The Giants are 2-11 so they can’t make it 
to the Super Bowl. However, the Giants will hopefully be 
able to get a good draft pick next Spring! 

 

 NY Jets     By Sean Woosley 
 The NY Jets are my favorite football team. The JETS 
are in last place in the AFC.  They are 5-8. They need 9 wins 
to get to the Super Bowl. Its going to be a tough match in 
week 11 against the Carolina Panthers led by their 
quarterback Cam Newton.  He has an average of 223.2 

NFL 

NBA 

By Keegan Oxford  

and Lucas Larkin 

 Here is what is going on in 
the NBA.  First, there are five 
teams that are contending for an 
NBA championship like the 
Boston Celtics, Oklahoma City 
Thunder, Golden State Warriors, 
Cleveland Cavaliers and the 
Houston Rockets.  Also, Giannis 
Antetokounmpo 
currently  playing on the 
Milwaukee Bucks, is having an 
outstanding season so far.  Earlier 
in the season, Lonzo Ball 
recorded being the youngest 
player to have a triple-double.  A 
triple-double is when you get 
more than 10 rebounds or more 
assists, and points in one 
game.  Jeremy Lin, will miss the 
rest of the season because he 
sustained a ruptured patella 
tendon of the right knee.  Those 

Snow Days           By Kaitlin Norris 

  

 Snow days!  The night before, you turn on the weather channel and the weather man 
says, “Well folks we are looking for about 2 inches of snow.”  Even though it is hard to predict 
a snow day you scream, “Yay!”   

 Our winter months in New York are  December, January, February and March.  Living 
in the Northeast, there are usually bad snow storms.  Any school day this can happen and then 



Sumdog         By Taylor Snyder 
  
 Sumdog is an online math game. There are 44 games all together. 17 of them are new 
3D games and 7 of the games are simple games. Sumdog can be used from kindergarten 
through 8th grade. There are a lot of rewards you can earn in Sumdog as you will see. 
 The first thing you earn in Sumdog is your animal. You can choose from a cat, owl, 
gorilla, monkey, rabbit and a few more. Then, as you are playing the game, the more questions 
you get right the more things you earn for your animal. You also have an avatar, a house with a 
kitchen and garden. When you are playing the games, you are earning money for the questions 
you get right. When you get enough money, you can go to the store and buy things for your 
avatar, house, kitchen and garden. There is also a rank which is measured by an animal. You 
start out as a rat and then when you earn 500 coins you move to being a chimpanzee. Your rank 
changes every 2500-3000 coins. 
 Now for the best part of Sumdog. Sumdog has different contests that our teachers can 
enter us in. There is county contest, state contest and national contest. During these contests we 
are working to earn first place for our class and for ourselves. There are 1000 questions in the 
contest and when you answer 100 questions you get something new for your house, kitchen or 
garden. 
 During the last county contest a student from Robert Graves earned first place. Jackson 
Beesmer, a third grader, earned first place. I asked him some questions about Sumdog and here 
is what he had to say. Jackson likes Sumdog because you can compete against the world or 
your friends during games but he really likes the competitions. His score during the last 
competition was 922 out of 1000 questions correct. When I asked him how it felt to come in 
first he said he felt good and proud. Jackson’s favorite game on Sumdog is Animals 3D. 
 As you can see Sumdog has a lot for students to do. It is a game but every game you 
play you are learning math skills. Sumdog makes learning math skills fun. 
   

Mad Science        By Coriander McIntosh 
          

 Mad Science is an afterschool activity that teaches kids about the fun of science. You get 
to play with toys, do experiments, and learn about teamwork and science. In between all the 
fun, there is learning. Chemical reactions and catching criminals are just a few of the things 
Mad science teaches kids. Science is something that we use everyday and is a very important 
thing to learn.   

Chess Club         By Gabriela Flores 
         

 Hey all of you chess fans out there, this one’s for you. The word checkmate comes from 
a Persian phrase “shah Mat” This phrase means the King is dead.  The second book ever 
printed in the English language was about chess. There are 318, 979, 564,000 ways of playing 
the first moves in the game of chess. Chess has been called the game of Kings because for 
centuries it was played mostly by the rich. Chess has been around since the 900s and is still 

After School Activities and More  


